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From the President . . .

Training...Training... Training

How can we bring the
professionals up to speed in
the onsite market? Installers,
Designers, Inspectors,
Suppliers, Maintenance and
Trainers. From the standard
gravity field to the new
treatment systems in the field
are having problems because
of personnel in the field are not
properly trained. The training
center just did a pump
evaluation session for the
evaluator. The variety of
experience was wide ranged.
From a new fellow that was
just getting started to an
engineer that had been in the
business for years. We are
hoping that the new state wide
code will address some of the
training and certification
requirements.

MOWRA elections are
coming in October so if you
have not held an office now is
the time get involved!

Ask a fellow peer to join
MOWRA! Itis unbelievable
how much one can learn from
the NOWRA, MOWRA
newsletter and talking with
other members at our
meetings.

Bill Gregory

2004 Officers

President: Bill Gregory
President-Elect: Dan Milan
Vice President: Bruce Gruner

Secretary-Treasurer: Mike Stephens

From the Editor . ..
INnsideINSIGHT SPRING 2004

A few more days of spring and we will move into
summer. This Spring, Michigan businesses | talk to
report diverse conditionsin arange from slow to very
busy — all dependent on who, what, where and the
weather. All these factors aside, MOWRA has been
very busy working for our industry.

Larry Stephens, Dan Milan, Chuck Cousino and
Ted L oudon have represented MOWRA on atask force
studying the Statewide Code for On-site Sewage
Wastewater. We all owe a big “Thanks’ to them for
dedicating their time to this important work. Only a
few months ago a Statewide Code for our industry
seemed to be many years away — now, could this
actually happen in 20047?

MOWRA Members have already been meeting to
plan the 2005 Onsite Wastewater Conference. The
2004 Conference review isin thisissue.

As you see in Bill Gregory’s regular President’s
column that the election of MOWRA Officerswill be
with ussoon. Pleasetake noteand getinvolved. Take
Bill'sadvice that New Member Recruiting makes our
association stronger. Membership will bevital to our
associ ation when a statewide code happens; because,
MOWRA will need tons of help to fulfill the mission
of “Training...Training... Training”.

| have placed aweb sitedirectory of our advertiser’s
sites as well as association and reference sites. If
you want this to be a regular feature, let me know.
Also does anyone have any favorite onsite wastewater
sites that are useful? Please send them to me
(rziegel @qcnet.net)

We always are looking for writers and advertisers.
Send us Industry News, Tips, Alternative System
Success Stories, Legislativeissuesand Opinions- All
articleswill be considered for publication. Pleasesend
your articles and pictures or ad inquiries to either:

Bonnie Recker
bonnie@contourengineering.com

Rod Ziegel
rziegel @qcnet.net
734-604-4829

In the Summer 2004 Insight we will publish Ted
Loudon’s article about the 1st International
Conference on Onsite Wastewater Treatment and
Recycling that was held in Perth, Australia, February
11-14, 2004. Thedeadlinefor articlesfor the summer,
2004 Insight will be June 30, 2004.

Rod Ziegel, Editor
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Welcome Members!

Please welcome the following
individuals who have joined or rejoined
MOWRA this year.

Kerry Atherton
Orenco Systems Incorporated
Sutherlin, Oregon

Michael Bernhardt
Boss Engineering Co.
Howell, Michigan

Mike Carpenter
Rowe Incorporated
Lapeer, Michigan

David Endreszl
Endreszl Assoc. Engineering Inc.
Clarkston, Michigan

Richard Hofsess
Zeimet Wozaniak Associates
Southfield, Michigan

James Kovitz
J S K Enterprises LLC
Brighton, Michigan

James Laughbaum
Upper Peninsula Rubber Co., Inc.
Escanaba, Michigan

Eric Pessell

Jackson County Health
Department

Jackson, Michigan

Greg Prose
Greg Prose Excavating
Davisburg, Michigan

Richard Raetz
Global Remediation Technologies, Inc.
Traverse City, Michigan

Gregg Stoll
Superior Resource Solutions
Manistique, Michigan



A Satewide Sanitary Code
for Michigan?

Many eyebrowswereraised and amurmur ran
through the crowd at the 53¢ Annua Michigan Waste-
water Conferencethispast January. During thelunch
program, Richard Sacks, the DEQ Environmenta
Health Section Chief, stated that Governor Granholm
would be mentioning working toward astatewide
sanitary codefor Michiganin her State of the State
Address. Although thistopic wasnot mentionedinthe
Address, the Governor isclearly addressing theissue.

On January 20, 2004, Governor Granholmwrote
er “first Special Messagetothe Legidature, out of a
sense of urgency to protect akey element of
Michigan'slegacy —our water.” Inthisletter, the
Governor has* asked the DEQ to work with appropri-
ate congtituenciesonthisandto draft and deliver a
suggested sanitary code” to the Legidaturewithin 90

days.

Many may be awarethat NOWRA hashbeen
developingaMode Performance Codefor use by
governmental agenciesintheir development or revison
of asanitary code. ThisMode Performance Code
focusesfirst on aperformance standard and atreatment
quality, then offersdesign or Sitecriteriaasabasisto
meet those standards. ThisCodeisquite comprehen-
sive, andishoped to bereleased in draft form by the
NOWRA 13" Annua Technical Education Conference
and ExpositioninAlbugquerquein November of this
yedr.

MOWRA isasolending itssupport toward sani-
tary codeefforts. At our Annual BusinessMeeting, the
membership voted to send $2,000 to the Model
Performance Code Fund. TheAssociation hasaso
beeninvited tothe* appropriate congtituencies’ group
that isworking onthe Michigan statecode. Dan Milan,
of Milan Engineered Systems, has been appointed to
thisgroup. Thefirst meetingwasheld on March 2,
2004.

The devel opment of astate code significantly
affectsall of usintheindustry, sotheinvolvement and
input of our membershipiscritica inthedraft and
development stages of thiswork. Theofficersof the
Associationwould liketo hear your input on these
matters.

Mike Stephens
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« Project Take-Off

« Application Review

« Equipment Orientation
e System Start Up

« System Maintenance

Systems

Milan Engineered Systems is known for the company we keep . . .

Pumps Wastewater Treatment Electrical Controls
* Orenco «. Orenco + Orenco
« Myers « Bio Microbics * SJIERhombus
* Goulds < NCs

« Sta-Rite
. ."and the products we carry

PVC Pipe& Fittings _ Complete Systems
« Sch 40 Pressure Pipe & Fittings « Effluent Pump Systems
+« DWV Pipe & Fittings * | Sewage Pump Systems

* Sewer & Drain Pipe & Fittings + Grinder Systems

Specialty Equipment Valves
« ~Infiltrator Leach Fields « Gate
« Basins « Ball
« Distribution Boxes * Paddle
« GuideRail Systems « Hydrotek
« Automatic Siphons « Bull Run
+ AccessDoors *  Swing Check
« Effluent Filters . Ball Check

Contact Milan Engineered Systems for all your Wastewater Needs

Service Capabilities System Specialists

« Effluent & Sewage Lift
Systems

¢ OSI Sand Filters (ISF, RSF)

« Aerobic Treatment Units

¢ High Strength Waste Treatment

Milan

Supply
Branches

"Michigan Most Diversified Supplier to the Wastewater Market."
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Training Center

Programs
Conducted at the

Michigan
Onsite Wastewater
Training
and
Education Center
(MOWTECQC)

Located at MSU Tollgate Center
(Corner of Meadowbrook
& Twelve Mile Road)

Novi, Michigan

For more information please contact:

Michigan State University

Barb Delong @
517.355.4720
delong24@msu.edu
www.egr.msu.edu/age/

2004 Schedule

#” ONSITE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS101
August 24 & 25
A course specifically designed for those who need basic training in modern
onsite wastewater treatment concepts. It will be beneficial to regulators,
contractors and designers alike.

#” EXISTING SYSTEMSEVALUATOR TRAINING
August 18 & 19
October 27 & 28
A two-day session for evaluators or those interested in becoming
evaluators of existing septic systems.

# SOILSTRAINING
October 13& 20
A two-day field oriented, soilstraining program for those with minimal
experiencein soils asit relates to onsite sewage disposal.

#” DESIGN OF ONS TE AND DECENTRALIZED WASTEWATER SYSTEMSI
October 6 & 7
A basic two-day course to provide background information for designers
who areinvolved in or wish to become involved in design of innovative/
aternative designs for onsite and decentralized wastewater treatment systems.

#” ONSITE WASTEWATER SYSTEMSMAINTENANCE
November2& 3
Training for routine maintenance of conventional and alternative onsite
systems including mounds, sand filters, backed bed filters, aerobic
treatment units, and all pump systems and mounds.

Innovative On-site Wastewater Technologies

RetroFAST ==

E-mall: sabes & biamicrabecs com = Wel wwiw blomlcrobics. com

Bir-Microbics, Inc. manufactures a wide range of innovative,
environmental technologies that provide unique solutions for small,
decentralized (unsewered ) commumities throughout the 1.5,
On-site technologies are now being used in Michigan as permanenl
infrastructure that provide reliable, cost-effective, long-term options
to protect public health and the environment

FAST: wastewaler treatment systems - Ldeally suited for use with
singhe-farnily hormes, clushensd subdivisions, schoods and high-strength
commercial applications. Proven, safe, reliable . FAST

HetrobFASTe sephc system enhancement - Used to retrofit existing
comwventinnal septic systems for removation of hiu:-'lnl;i-.'.f-ll. Failed -».-._'|1Ii|'
sysirms Featured in Popular Mechanics Magazine, April 2003

SaniTEE™ effluent wastewater screens - Disigned o reduce TS5 in
sephic tank cHloent by promating natural seftling and excluding gas-lifted
particles brom entering the owtlet pipe. The easiest effluent screen o clean
ot the market!

For additional information, or to contack your loeal distributor,
call Bio-Microbics, Inc. at 1-800-753-3278,
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Adva NnTex’ Treatment Systems

For Onsite Treatment of Residential and Commercial Wastewater

A Program, Not a Product

Orenco’s

AdvanTex®

program features

“checks and double-checks":

B Third-party venfication of suparor wastawater
treatment: <5 mg/L cBODS, TES

B Trained and authorzed Dealers, Installars,
sarnce Providers; cartified Dasignans

B Mandatory O&M, beginning with Service Provider's system
mspection and star-up

B Round-the-clock supenvision by
VeriComm® [remote telemetry) Monitoring System

B Lifetime data-tracking via web-based Dealer management tood;
advantexdesler.com

B Homaowner educabon through Servica Provider cantact,

Q&b contract, manuals

Finally!

An onsite product
— and program —
that works.

Orenco Systoms’

PO MMEORE: el Mmea L

on aur compleia ine

e InGomporiieg
of AdvanTex* Treatment Sysiams
o the nams of your nearast Dealar I“" e
il Orand Svislans® al
1-§in 3489843

1 -B00-345-8843 AN, OFERE O, S0
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A Uniform State Code for Septic Systems in Michigan?

—Ted L. Loudon

Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm issued a Special
Letter to the Legislature in which she called for the
development of a state sanitary code to provide uniformity
of regulations throughout the state and to establish a
program of regular inspection of septic systems and other
onsite wastewater treatment facilities. Some jurisdictions
in the state have already developed a requirement that
septic systems be evaluated each time a property
transaction occurs but that is not a uniform practice. It has
long been recognized that septic systems are often
neglected by homeowners until they experience a problem.
The regulatory structure has been such that small systems,
which treat flows less than 1,000 gallons a day, are
regulated by the local health department using locally
developed codes. In many locations local health
departments administer state rates for flows up to 10,000
gpd. Michigan is the only state that does not have a
statewide code to provide an overall regulatory program for
onsite sewage treatment and disposal. It appears that will
be changing in the near future.

The technology for providing good treatment of
wastewater on site, even in areas where the soils are
considered inadequate, is rapidly advancing. Development
of a program that will allow the state to evaluate and accept
or reject new technology, thus providing more uniformity
statewide, is needed.

Both research and experience in other states have
shown that where regular inspections of onsite wastewater

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Ted L. Loudon, P.E.
Extension Agricultural Engineer

A.W. Farrall Hall
East Lansing, Ml 48824-1323

Office (517) 353-3741
Home (517) 882-7539

Fax (517) 353-8982

treatment systems are done, failures such as sewage
coming to the surface or backing up into a dwelling are
averted. Regular inspection and maintenance as required
can result in systems working well for a long period of
time. Septic systems function amazingly well under total
neglect—but that doesn’t mean that neglect constitutes
an adequate program. Convincing homeowners that they
need to subscribe to and pay for regular evaluation and
maintenance of their systems will be a hard sell. People
are accustomed to having a system that is out of sight,
out of mind and “free” until catastrophic failure comes. Itis
anticipated that a new code will provide for use of improved
technologies and regular monitoring, maintenance, and
evaluation of system performance to assure that systems
are properly operating within the environmental constraints
of a particular site.

It is hoped that the state will widely seek input in the
development of a statewide program and that a program
that is both environmentally sound and acceptable to
system owners can be developed. Much educational
programming will be needed to help homeowners accept
the need for regular maintenance. MSUE has a good bulletin
(WQ-39) in the form of a recordskeeping folder for use in
homeowner education programs. Please contact me if you
would like help with educational meetings related to onsite
and small community wastewater systems.

15438 Hesletl Bd
P Box 708
Hasiall, M| 28840
517. 330 B5a@

ST 2e1TITE

ONSITE WASTEWATER SYSTEM SERVICES E PRAODUCETS

MOWRA BOOTH

~Bill Gregory

The MOWRA booth has been showing up around the state. 1t wasat the Onsite Show at MSU Kellogg
Center in January. Fromthereit wasat the Michigan Ground Water Show in Lansing at the Lansing Center.
Grand Rapids was the next stop at the MEHA show at the Crown Plaza. Not abad start for thefirst 3
monthsof theyear. It drawsthe attention of the show attendeeswith thelights, neat crisp design, training
center information and pictures of the M other HouseMesting. ThankstoMike& Larry Stephensand al of
theothersthat put it together and hel ping usto promotethe Michigan OnsteWastewater Recycdling Association.

“ON THE ROAD”

The Michigan Insight

Spring 2004



Satewide Sanitary Code for On-ste Wastewater Systems

——Dan Milan

One motivational (financial) reason and justification for a
statewide sanitary code...

Coastal Zone Management Act in 1990 encouraged coastal
states to develop programs specifically addressing coastal non-
point source pollution and seek federal approval of the programs
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
the EPA. Michigan must meet specific requirements to receive
federal funding and to avoid programs sanctions. Michigan's
Section 6217 Program does not have full federal approval, which
means there are outstanding conditions, such as management
measures, that we have not met.

Oneof the biggest hurdlesisthelack of astatewide sanitary
code addressing septic tanks and other on-site disposal systems.
If the program was fully approved, an additional $275,000 per
year would be available in funding. The Governor has directed
MDEQ to work on a statewide code.

The MDEQ hasinvited stake holdersto sit on atask forceto
share information and discuss related subjects. A “white paper
will be developed and generate further discussions...

Please review the following information, visit the MDEQ
website for any clarification, and feel freeto contact MOWRA.

Satewide Codefor On-site Sewage Wastewater

Treatment Taskforce
Update#1
Generously shared by:  Larry Stephens,

Stephens Consulting Services
Michigan Association of Realtors,
April 7,2004.

March 16, 2004 & March 30, 2004.

Originally submitted to:
Meetings:
|SSUESBEING DISCUSSED

1. Legidativeissues
a.  Onepieceof legislation versus several small pieces
b. Detailsinlegidation, or enabling satutewith rulestofollow
¢. Funding of costsfor implementation

Much discussion on thesetopics, but noclear direction. DEQ s
to eventually put together a“ White Paper” on theissuesand
recommendationsof theTask group.

2. Licensing/certification of practitioners—
education and continuing education

a Contractors

b. Designers

c. Regulators

d. Inspectors

e. Maintenance providers

The group appears to be in favor of better education and
standardsof practicewith regard tothosedoingwork in the
industry, including forms of quality control likelicensing or
certification of practitioners.

3. Regulatory structure and range of authority

This relates to the regulatory structure for implementation
of astatewide code. Not alot has been discussed on thisissue
yet, but it appears certain that at least minimum requirementswill
be set at the state level, and the local health departments will

The Michigan Insight

carry theload on enforcement and implementation. Many of us
in private practice feel strongly that standards should be set at
the state level that can be applied anywherein the state, and that
allowing local units of government to add to or modify those
standards will be problematic. Local health departments do not
have the resources to deal with the complex issues of today’s
technology. It isimportant to have uniformity throughout the
state, and decisions based upon good science, biology and
engineering without the influence of local politics, as much as
possible. This can only be done if decisions are made by a
central trust of knowledge at the state level.

4. Minimum site suitability and design standards

Again, not much time has yet been spent discussing this
large set of issues. The subject somewhat overlaps with the
topicsof item #3 above. Those of usworking inthisfield would
liketo seethe devel opment of a“performance-based” code. While
hard to develop and describein afew words, it isusually spoken
of asthe opposite of a*“prescriptive code”’. Let metry to briefly
describethe difference.

In aprescriptive code one would find alist of minimums—
liketank sizesfor different sizehomes, minimum drain field sizes
and configurations for different home sizes, specific recipes for
system designs, etc. A performance-based code would specify
what the end result (system performance) isrequired to bein any
given situation. The system designer is then responsible for
coming up with adesign that will provide that result, theinstaller
must properly install the system, and some management entity is
responsible for system oversight so that it continues to perform
as designed. In the practical world, this process might go
something likethis:

5. Atrained practitioner (designer, site evaluator, regulator)
does a site and soil assessment to identify the site
characteristics, risk factors, and environmental sensitivity
of the site.

6. From the site assessment, performance standards are set.

7. A trained designer designs a system that will meet the
performance standards for that individual site.

8. A trained contractor installs the system in accordance
with the design.

9. Construction is inspected to be sure the installation
followsplans.

10. Oversight of the operation and management of the systemis
provided to assureit always operates as originally intended.

Asyou might expect, this process should be flexible enough
to not be cumbersome for sites with low risk factors and little
environmental sensitivity, and get gradually more careful and
somewhat more complex for thedifficult sites.

11. Management of operating systems
The last meeting, as well as some of the previous meeting,
was primarily devoted to thistopic. And thisiswherethe subject

of system inspections, including “time-of-sal€” inspections, came
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up. Michigan currently has an estimated 1.2 million onsite
systems, and permitsareissued for 20,000 to 25,000 new systems
every year. By some estimates, 50% of all new homeshaveonsite
systems. The sheer magnitude of periodic inspections of all
onsite systems is an overwhelming thought. The Task group
spent alot of timetrying to get some sort of consensus at the last
meeting, but none was reached.

There is a definite need and widespread support for some
form of program for periodic inspectionsfor those systemsttilizing
alternative designs and technologies. The numbers of such
systems, while growing every day, is still low enough to not
seem insurmountable.

12. Financid

This appears to be a very sensitive issue in the current
legislative climate. However, | get the feeling that most agree
that the program will need to be supported through user feesin
various forms. Not much detail has yet been discussed.

13. Land use issues

Not much discussion on this issue yet. My feeling is that
better devel opment of our wastewater infrastructurein thefuture
will do as much to prevent urban sprawl, asit will do to feed it.
Properly managed wastewater systems do have the potential to
allow us to house our future population on less and less land,
thus providing the tool to preserve valuable farm land and open
space.

Satewide Codefor On-site SewageWastewater
Treatment Taskforce
Update#2
Meeting: April 13, 2004

MOWRA Update
April 29,2004 Meeting Summary

Initial discussionsweredirected to thetopic of administrative
rules versus statute in defining the specific technical issues that
would be preferable in order to provide flexibility in dealing
effectively with technical issues. From a political standpoint it
will becriticd to clearly definein statute the fundamental principle
needs and goal s of the code, for protecting public health and the
environment, and to establish the limits of necessary rule making
authority. Also suggested, that we provide performance-based
enabling legislation with technical requirements defined in
administrativerules.

Extensive discussion continued on the issue of regulatory
structure. With respect to alternative systems, there needsto be
direction and aregulatory structure, including aprocessfor review
and approval of alternative technologies and products, and
technical assistance and management after construction.

While there may be regulation and oversight at the state
level, it was also the general conclusion that we must continueto
rely onlocal health departments (L DHs) for regulatory oversight
atthelocadl level. Standardsat the statelevel should be minimums
with provisionsthat would allow for more stringent standards at
the local level. It was requested that the minimum program
reguirements for on-site sewage be provided to the task force.

Our meeting concluded with initial discussion of the
regulatory structure and standards for conventional systems.
The mechanism for accommaodating current local codes and the
disparity in code requirementswas discussed and will be adefinite
challengein gaining legidative support. Theenabling legislation
should contain provisions that yield predictable results.
Discussion include options for adopting current local codes as
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the status quo, devel oping a statewide minimum standard for all
systems, and redefining requirements based on | ot size. Political
and economic issues must also be given attention.

Please note: Dueto previousschedules; Ted Loudon, Larry
Sephens, Dan Milan, Chuck Cousinowerenot present. There
will betheopportunity toaddresstheabove subjectsduringthe
next scheduled meeting.

The opportunity for the taskforce is to discuss and
recommend pointsthat will be utilized for the“white paper” that
Ric Falardeau and Richard Sacks are preparing. | expect that
document to be an overall report to the DEQ Director, the
Governor and the Legislature. The “white paper” was due
approximately May 17 or May 24, 2004. A meeting will becalled to
review and discussthe “white paper” by thetask force. MOWRA
will then address and comment on that document.

For any additional questions or comments, please feel free
to contact Dan Milan.

MDEQ MeetingMinutesontheWeb...

Web directions:

Google Search—MDEQ),

Pick: Department of Environmental Quality,

Left hand column — choose “ Water,”

Under Announcements — Choose “ Statewide Code for On-site
Wastewater Treatment”

Note: MDEQ Website Update: http://www.michigan.gov/deqg/
0,1607,7-135-3313-88100—,00.htm

54 JFNew

Froem Motive Sead 1o Ecological Sofutions

Ecological Restoration

Permitting & Mitigation Design
Biolagical Inventories

Watershed Studies

Lake & Stream Enhancement
Critical Dune Consulting

Matural Wastewater Treatment
Native Plant Nursery & Installation

L N B B B N

Michigan Office: Additional Offices:

600 S Beacon Bivd, Ste A Crele, IL

Grand Haven, Ml 48417 Indianapoles, IN
Phone: 616-847-1680 Wailkerton, IN
Fax: B16-847-83370 Cincinnati, OH

Native Plant Nursery:  www.jinew.com

128 Sunsel Drive or
Walkerton, IN 46574 www.jfnewnursery.com
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ONSITE

Find ot
Demands The Best! STA-RITE about the new
Install a Sta-Rite sewage or effluent pump on QLOCAT
your next job — look at the advantages:
SYS5TEMS!
* Most Sta-Rite sewage and effluent pumps have
Silicon-Carbide/Silicon-Carbide shaft seals. You get
less friction, more resistance to wear, better thermal
resistance and greater corrosion resistance. ZABEL carries a wide variety
* These pumps are rated for continuous duty when of Onsite Septic System

fully submerged in liquid at 105°F (41°C) or less.

Rated for intermittent duty at liquid temperatures to Components & Accessories

130°F (55°C) = Effluent Filters
. Standard secondary lip seal protects the primary = SCAT & AeroCell Systems
seal, improving durability and
performance. = STEP Swystems
« Capacitors have been upgraded = Access systems. Basin systems
for better starting torque, longer * Pregeuire Disteitration

life and more reliable continuous
duty applications.

WG SALES professionals can = Filtered Pump Vaults
help you select the right pump = Alarm Swstems, and much more
for your application.

= Giravity Distribution

Represeated by WO SALES Assoecfoares

These products are available at your local distributor
call WG SALES 517-546-3112

Like all JACKEL products,

our SF septic riser

; s { covers feature

I e W high-strength,
LA ¥ superior quality
materials and

workmanship to

virtually eliminate

New Structural Foam

Riser Cover the likelihood of
from JACKEL unnecessary call backs.
Tank Alerr Plutter Ptrar™ Features include:

s - " ¥ High strength and lightweight. Can handleup to 2,500 pounds.
‘Weanl o kavo guicker, sasier orste rslalobons? Try $ese refiabio powar Utilizes Jackel's Tech-Tough? design technology.
ioals from SJE-Rhombus®, The Tark Alert" AB is a NEMA 1 raled atarm ¥ 24" diameter. o ,
with & touch pad for the alamm st and slence buttons, Wik aubo reset ¥ Natural green colorNeasily camouflaged by lawn and landscaping.
-Sl'lj.h-lﬂ-il backig faalures can offar g D..I'E.II:IIMHT‘E addad ) ¥ Lawn-Deco? decorative non-slip surface.
& ry g B E‘"_ ARG ¥ Molded, replaceable water-tight seal prevents ground water seepage.
son b their home. The JB Plugger provides & convanent location for a1 ¥ Adapts to virtually all PVC and single or double wall polyethylene
Wiy requrad 0 3 pump sEa0on applcabon &F componanis ar proviced riser pipes.
cr i nesr a:,‘.;a'ﬂmfantnrr inslalied [ophional) 10 ssve you instalabion ¥ No-rust, square-drive stainless steel screws fit tightly, and stay put.
fme. Tha 120V PS Pakral™ fealures 8 bullt-in high waler alamm ko pump ¥ Customized Logo Call Jackel at (574) 256-5635 to learn more

about how your customers can always reach you

EUNIOH DS RORINE.. /48 GO e U Souge 8 ol EpOs when they need septic tank maintenance.

poviding B quick, dean instakabon.

WG salﬂﬁ i Represented by

_Prone 517-546-3112 + re 517-546-9494 WG SALES Associates

L"' alie? ﬂmﬂmb"s E —— 917-546-3112

www.sjerhombus.com
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January Onste Conference Revisited

Ted L. Loudon

The Michigan Onsite Wastewater Conference held January 6-8, 2004 at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing was attended by 468
people. Based upon conference eval uation sheets returned the highlights of the conference included the EPA Perspective on Onsite
and Decentralized Wastewater Treatment provided by Joyce Hudson of the Office of Wastewater Management in Washington, the
Future of Onsite and Decentralized Wastewater Systems delivered by Dr. Richard Otis of Ayres and Associates in Madison,
Wisconsin, the presentation on the Use of Chipped Tires in Drain Fields by Robert Patton from the Central Michigan Health
Department and the information on Septage Management particularly liquid solid separation using ageo-textile bag. Joyce Hudson
reviewed the U.S. EPA programsrelated to onsite and decentralized wastewater treatment and provided each conference attendee
with a CD containing the latest EPA documents on this subject. Ms. Hudson reviewed the voluntary management guidelinesthat EPA
has devel oped and encouraged that each regulatory jurisdiction consider adopting one of the management levels within their program.

President, Bill Gregory welcomes everyone
to the conference opening and key speeches.

Ms. Joyce Hudson from the EPA Office of
Wastewater Management in Washington.

Dr. Ted Loudon, Mr. Dick Otis, Ms. Joyce Hudson, and
Mr. Steve Aguinaga waiting for lunch to arrive.
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Richard Otis reviewed the history of
onsite and decentralized wastewater
treatment and discussed how these
technologies need to fit into the total
wastewater infrastructure of thefuture. He
recognized that there is a place for
traditional collection and treatment
systems and individual onsite as well as
various levels of technology that can be
implemented as decentralized wastewater
treatment systems. Dr. Otis discussed the
devel opment of amanagement programin
Northern Minnesota that is intended to be
a model approach to performance based
regulation and practice. Dr. Otis
emphasized the key issue of management.
He discussed three of the five options that
are presented in the EPA Voluntary
Management Guidelines. Specificaly, Otis
discussed a management arrangement
where the property owner is also the
system owner and operator with assistance
from the regulatory agency and certified
service providers. He also discussed the
scenario where aresponsible management
entity is the system operator and a third
where aresponsible management entity is
both owner and operator of the wastewater
treatment system.

Many of the presentations will soon
be available on both the MEHA
(www.meha.net) and the MOWRA
(www.mowra.org) websites.

The Planning Committee for the 2005
Michigan Onsite Wastewater Conference
has met to review the evaluationsfrom the
2004 conference. Based upon the very
favorable responsesregarding the Kellogg
Center, the decision has been madeto hold
the 2005 Conference at the Kellogg Center
once again and the dates will be January
11-13,2005.

Mr. Dale Ladouceur, MDEQ Water
Division, giving a presentation.

The Milan crew take a moment from working
their booth and helping with the conference.

This is my brother Bill,
and my other brother Bill.
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April 27,2004 Meeting Attendees

Statewide Code for On-site Sewage Wastewater Treatment Task Force Members

Mr. John Warback for
Mr. Mark A. Wyckoff
Planning and Zoning Center, Inc.

Mr. Larry Stephens
Michigan Association of Realtors

Mr. DanMilan
Michigan On-Site Wastewater Recycling Association

Mr. Robert Patzer
Associated Underground Contractors

Mr. Tom Frazier and
Ms. MaxineMcCléelland
Michigan Township Association

Mr. Jack Belt
Michigan Groundwater Association

Ms. Dianne McCormick
Michigan Association of Local Public Health

Mr. Joe Fivas
Michigan Municipal League

Mr. WilliamA. Crawford
Northwest Michigan Sewage Task Force

Mr. William R. Rustem
At Large Member

Mr. Chuck Cousino
Technical Advisory Council

Dr. Ted Loudon
At Large Member

Ms. Jackie Leshkevich
Legislative Service Bureau

Ms. Elizabeth Fedrochuk for
Mr. James Clift
Michigan Environmental Council

Corky Overmyer
Michigan Water Environment Association

Mr. Jim Spangler
ACEC

Mr. Richard Sacks
Mr. Richard Falardeau
Mr. Matt Smar

DEQ

Mr. Robert ZInn
Private Citizen

Mr. Dennis Rupert
Michigan Water Quality Association

Fiberglass Septic Tanks

Az g leading manutacturer of underground storage tanks, Xerxes Corporation offers a wide range of
libarglass tanks specilically designed lor wastawater/septic applications. Xarxes 15 a major supplier 1o
many of the worlds largest oil companies, with more than 100,000 tanks in service for petroleum prod-
uct storage. This long history of innovation and axcallence in design and manufacturing makes Xerxas
tanks & popular choice for a wvariety of water and wastewater applications as well. From residential
homas (o treatmant plants, Xarxes provides a tull ine of strocturally sound, watertight tanks.

Features and Benefits:

G-galion 1o 50,000-galion sizes
Rustproof, long-lasting fibarglass
Watartight, Impermaalble
Testable for water tightness
Slruciurally sirong

Lightweight, =asy to install
Matiorwide availability
Competitively priced

L

Four manulacturing facilities nationwide!

(252 BET-188] phone « (2521 BET-18E2 fax = Visi auf Wab sils al wisns sernescong. oom XERXES
Xarkes manulachurar s nap s Mark Trad | 4BH-8155

CORPORATION
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INSIGHT Advertiser Sites

Bio-Microbics, Inc
www.biomicrobics.com

Boss Engineering Company
www.bosseng.com

Foster Trenching, Inc
www.fostertrenching.com

JACKEL Eco-Systems
www.jackelinc.com

Milan Engineered Systems
www.milansupply.com/wastewater.htm

Orenco Systems® Inc
WWW.0renco.com

SJE-Rhombus® Controls
www.sjerhombus.com

Sta-Rite®
www.staritepumps.com

Stephens Consulting Services
www.scssystemsllc.com

WG SALES, Inc
www.wgsales.com

Zabel Industries
www.zabelzone.com
Associations and Reference Sites

EPA - Wastewater Management
www.epa.gov/owm

Michigan Environmental Health Assn
www.meha.net

MOWRA
www.mowra.org/main.htm

National Small Flows Clearinghouse
www.nsfc.wvu.edu

NOWRA
www.nowra.org

Septic Info
www.septic-info.com

BHSS EIIEIHEIEHIIIE

VRrE R Covie IO

Chuck Cousina RS,
Chuckcibossang.com

Boss Enginesring has a
professional staff with

over 85 years of Jon Catering, PE,

combined expenence in jerciibossang.cam

the wastewaler indusiry. Mike Bernhardt R.5,
mikebfibossang. com

~ Specific Designy For Specific Sitex ~

Singie .""r.'.'.-i.'.':] M AVSiEms
Crommunily STEFP Svsrems
Prarked Bed Filters
Sand Filters
'|'-|_'.'|’.I.'l1|.|_ ."l:'."\.|'| ms
Comnsfricied Wetlamnds

Lt g i lian I'."l;luul]. Caklarsg] County
E Gi iR {125 Lecinerd Lade Hooao
St 00
el Bloombsid, MI
Fh; B SGS LR

wianw bosseng.com

e |

Aerobic Wastewater
Treatment System
Design

Distributor for:

dAaduhude
i 2LEAR§TREAM”
Aududude WASTEWATER SYSTEMS. INC.

Wwilliam B. (Ben) Foster IV

Pompeii, Michigan
(517) 838-2554 Voice & Fax

www.fostertrenching.com
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Insidethisissue;

From the President

Fromthe Editor

New Members

Statewide Sanitary CodeIntro

Training Center Schedule

Uniform State Codefor Septic Systemsin Michigan?
MOWRA Booth

Uniform State Code Task Force Notes

Uniform State Code Task Force Notes continued
January 2004 Onsite Conference

Uniform State Code Task Force Members

Web Site Directory
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